Question:
What is the reality of this world? What is the reality of the
hereafter?

Answer:

Upon delving into the teachings of the Quran, traditions,
and Islamic wisdom, we come to understanding a
fundamental distinction between the world of
appearances and the true world. The current world we
inhabit, although tangible and concrete, is essentially a
mere reflection of reality; a transient image, a blend light
and darkness, truth and falsehood, justice and oppression,
beauty and ugliness intertwined.

In this world, truths are often veiled by appearances,
requiring faith, insight, and divine guidance for discovery.
In contrast, the hereafter is a realm of revelation and
intuition, where nothing remains concealed from the eyes
of truth-seekers.

In the hereafter, actions, intentions, qualities, and beliefs
are laid bare in an objective and complete manner. There
is no room for concealment, hypocrisy, pretence, or
deception. Itis a realm of unveiling, where each individual
will be true to their essence, not the fagade they projected.
This contrast between the present world and the hereafter
presents us with a crucial decision:
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Do we base our lives on illusions or reality? Do we chase
after the transient, alluring facades of this world, or do we
strive to embody eternal virtues such as honesty, humility,
servitude, love, and piety?

Islam provides guidance: this world is a passage, not a
destination. It is a test of illusions. Yielding to its
allurements will lead us away from truth, while using it as
a tool can guide us towards truth.

Imam Ali (AS) wisely stated: “Whoever looks at it, it will
blind him, and whoever sees it (learns a lesson) becomes
blind” (Nahj al-Balagha, Wisdom 421)

Therefore, navigating through this world of illusions to
reach the real world requires opening the eyes of the
heart, delving beneath the surface, and seeking truth in all
things. This truth-seeking perspective not only illuminates
the path to the hereafter but also provides peace,
purpose, dignity, and stability in this world that no illusion
can offer.

For further insights, please refer to the article "From
Appearance (the Mirror of the World) to Truth (the Ray of
the Hereafter)" in the Articles section.
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