Question:
What is the peak of man's ascent to divine proximity and absolute
perfection?

Answer:

Man, with all his intellectual and scientific powers, has a very limited
understanding of the world and its concepts. For this reason, when
it comes to the greatness at the divine level, our understanding
reflects only a shadow of the truth. Whatever we see and measure
is insignificant compared to the vastness and splendour of creation.

In the Quran, when God says, “And indeed, you are of a great
character” (Qalam: 4), He measures the greatness of the Prophet’s
character not by human standards, but by the standard of His
absolute truth and infinite knowledge.

In the Quran, God has mentioned many great acts of worship and
deeds: prayer, fasting, Hajj, jihad, zakat, etc., but for none of these
acts of worship has the term “great” been used as a direct adjective.

Allah has only used the word “great” once for a human
characteristic, and that too regarding the character of the Prophet.
This choice has several fundamental messages:

¢ Morality is the essence of religion.

e External acts of worship without true morality are a brainless shell.
¢ Good morality is what brings the spirit of worship to life.

* The Prophet's character was a reflection of divine attributes.

¢ The greatness of morality, in God's eyes, is superior to the mere
abundance of acts of worship.
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o If acts of worship do not lead to morality, they do not complete
the divine purpose; however, good morality can bring man closer to
God even in the absence of some external acts of worship.

In the logic of revelation, true greatness is reserved only for absolute
and divine matters. The fact that God placed the Prophet's
"character" alongside these concepts indicates the position in which
good morality can bring man to a position of divine closeness and
absolute perfection. From this perspective, "great morality" is not
an ordinary virtue, but the peak of man's ascension.
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